
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

June 2016 

 

 

Dear Families of “Soon-to-Be” Third Graders, 

 

We are all aware of the importance of shared-reading experiences.  This summer we would like to provide 

your child the opportunity to share his or her growing competence with reading.  We will be posting a 

suggested list of summer reading titles to our Ogden Website, including lists of leveled books in different 

genres as well as magazines and websites to promote independent reading.  We will be sending home the 

book, How to Be Cool in the Third Grade, by Betsy Duffey with your child to share with you.  Please join us 

by making this the “Summer of Reading as a Family”.  The book is about a boy named Robbie York who 

wants to start off the new school year the right way – by being cool. He begins to make a list of things he 

must do to be cool, including changing his name, getting jeans, and making his mom stop kissing him at the 

bus stop. He soon realizes that there is nothing cooler than being yourself. We selected this book because it 

has a special message that will promote thoughtful dialogue at home.  We believe that when children read 

and discuss books that relate to their experiences, they have a better understanding of their role in the school 

community. 

 

Please make the reading of this wonderful book a family affair.  It is a gift from our Ogden family to yours, 

but the true gift will be the time you spend together with your “soon-to-be” third grader as you read and 

discuss this very relevant story. 

 

Your child’s book will be sent home in a plastic baggie.  This is to help protect and store the book. It will 

also serve as a reminder to return both the book and the baggie to Ogden on your first day of school.  Please 

use the attached pages, “Let’s Discuss” to guide you as you discuss the book.  In September, you will be 

invited to join your child at a special breakfast where we will share our thoughts and understandings of the 

book.  The meaningful conversations that come about will launch us into an exciting year of reading and 

writing.  I wish you a wonderful summer filled with good weather, happy memories and enjoyable reading. 

See you in September! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Dina M. Anzalone 
 

Dina M. Anzalone, Ed.D. 

 
 

 Ogden Elementary School 
875 Longview Avenue 

Valley Stream, NY 11581 
www.hewlett-woodmere.net/oes/ 

516.792.4700 

Dina M. Anzalone, Ed.D. 
Principal  

 

 Elizabeth A. Murray 
Assistant Principal 

http://www.hewlett-woodmere.net/oes/


Let’s Discuss 
 

  

How to Be Cool in the Third Grade 
By Betsy Duffey 

 

 In the beginning of the book, Robbie was 

nervous about the first day of school.  Think 

about a time that you were nervous.  Write 

about that time below. 

 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

In each box below is a word that can be used to describe a character.  Talk 

about the three words with someone in your family.  Which word do you think 

best describes Robbie?  What happened in the story to make you think this 

word would be the best word to describe him? 

thoughtful anxious persistent 

 

 If you were on the bus when Robbie fell, what would you say to him?  Why 

would you say this?  

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

Welcome to 

3
rd

 Grade! 

Name: ____________________________________________ 



 How did Robbie feel when he was first assigned to be Bo’s book buddy?  How 

did Robbie feel about being Bo’s buddy at the end of the book? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The book ends on page 69.  If you were the author of the story, and wanted to 

write one more chapter, what do you think could happen next? 

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 


